A COMMENT
By Douglas Woodruff, Editor of" The Tablet"
HPHE quotation with which this essay on Dr. Barnes opens
JL makes a convenient text for these few brief lines of
criticism. " The religion/* it runs, " which is to guide and
fulfil the present and coining ages, whatever else it be, must be
intellectual/*
" Intellectual" is the note, and Bishop Barnes is primarily
labelled as a scientist, a man trained in and wedded to the scientific
approach. Yet it is impossible, reading his work, whether in his
own writings or as succinctly and clearly recapitulated in this
essay, not to see that he continually neglects to observe the
high canons incumbent upon truly scientific men. He is absorbed
in " the present and coming ages," and is content with a most
superficial and, in consequence, often inadequate and unjust
impression of the past. An uneducated reader would take away
an impression of the Christian teaching of nineteen hundred
years that is often little more than a parody. In essence, the
historical fact which calls for recognition by the scientist is that
" Christianity " is a general term for a body of doctrines which
have been, from the beginning, believed and obeyed inside a
rigid institutional framework. The first Christians did not merely
agree with Our Lord; they joined themselves to the body of
His followers, accepting authority and practising rites. The
primary function of that authority was to safeguard a revelation.
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